Return to Archery
Frequently asked questions
Phase one – Restricted shooting
Updated 14 May 2020
What is the maximum number of people allowed at the range? You refer to the need to maintain
social distancing and remaining 2m from other people who are not part of your household. But I
don’t think you have mentioned the restriction on not gathering in groups of more than 2 people,
nor the one about not meeting up with more than one person from outside your household.
We have shared our plans with DCMS and received positive feedback. They agree that our guidance
is in line with the latest government guidance, and follows the agreed principles for a phased return
to sport. We are interpreting each 5m lane and target like its own individual range. Archers should
stay in their own lane (one person per target unless they are from the same household). Archers
should always remain 2m apart from anyone else at all times, and when at the range they should be
exercising/ shooting. They should not congregate and chat behind the shooting line, in car parks or
anywhere else while at the range, as that could be classed as a gathering. If archers want to
shoot/exercise with one other person from outside of their household, we recommend you let your
club know that you would like to book a target/lane next to each other and maintain social
distancing at all times. Turn up – shoot – go home.

The link to the government guidance on PPE is confusing, particularly when moving targets.
We are not in a position to give medical advice regarding PPE. We recommend that where social
distancing cannot be maintained e.g. when moving targets, clubs need to mitigate the risk of
transmission. This can be done by reducing the number of times targets are moved, reducing the
number of people allowed to move targets, using people from the same household, wearing PPE
such as face masks and gloves, and sanitising hands immediately afterwards. Clubs need to tailor
their own processes to accommodate their own environment and circumstances. We recommend all
risks and mitigating actions are logged in your risk assessment so you can evidence that you have
taken reasonable precautions to mitigate the risk.
You can read more on PPE and face coverings by clicking here.

Our club is concerned we won’t be able to get the stocks of hand sanitiser required - is it ok to ask
members to bring their own?
Clubs need to follow public health guidelines for hygiene, hand sanitiser should be available
particularly as toilets are closed and hand washing facilities may not be available. We recommend
clubs take steps to provide hand sanitiser particularly for volunteers. Clubs can ask members to bring
their own, but they will need to clearly communicate this at the time of booking. All decisions should
be logged in the risk assessment.

There is a discrepancy between the wording on the Phased Return part of the guidelines in
relation to phase one, which one is right?
We apologise for the inconsistency; the correct wording is in the club document and it wasn’t
updated in the archer or coach document. The wording in all of the guides should read:
Phase 1 - Outdoor only. Family units or individual shooting. Social distancing of at least 2
metres maintained. No social activities, “turn up, shoot, go home” and minimise contact
with others. Coaching 1:1 allowed while maintaining social distancing.
We will look to update the guides on Monday 18 May once we have collated feedback to clear up
any discrepancies or to improve clarity on any points people find confusing. Please be reassured that
if we make any significant changes to the guidelines, we will inform you through our usual
communication channels and at this time there are no plans to make significant changes. Other
points raised will continue to be addressed in the FAQS.

Why are you allowed to return to archery in England, Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man?
Restricted archery is now permitted following the Government announcement on public space,
outdoor activity and exercise published on 11 May 2020, which can be read on the Gov.uk website.
Archery GB has issued guidance for clubs, coaches and members.

Why can’t I return to archery in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales?
There is no change to the current position in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, and archery
activity remains on hold. We will continue to work with other Home Nations as the guidance
changes in those territories. Please don’t attempt to travel to an English club if you live in Northern
Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

If I live in Northern Ireland, Scotland or Wales can I travel to an English club?
No, this is against government guidelines and you will not be insured to shoot. Archers must not
travel into a different territory to shoot.

Why is my club not open?
Club committees may need time to work through the guidelines and be confident that they can
safely open the range. The choice to return to archery at this time is one that needs to be made
locally by clubs, after carefully considering their own circumstances. There are many clubs who are
keen to return to archery as soon as possible, but we appreciate there will be those that have
genuine concerns, or their local environment will make shooting safely impossible at this stage. It is
the responsibility of each club to make their own assessment based on their local environment and
circumstances. Clubs that rely on external venues may need to liaise with the venue owner before
archery can resume. Please be patient and respect your club’s decision on whether opening at this
time is feasible.

Can I attend a different club if mine is not open?
We encourage clubs to work together to help the archery community get back to archery. Clubs with
sufficient facilities may wish to partner with other clubs in their locality, should sufficient space be
available. We have had positive discussions with County Associations to help coordinate this where
possible. Please be mindful that some clubs may wish to restrict slots to their own members while
they adjust to the new guidelines, please be patient while we all take time to adjust to the new way
of working, and we will do our best to support those that are unable to open just yet.

Is coaching activity allowed?
Yes, one to one coaching can take place in England, Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man as long as
social distancing is maintained.
Coaches can:
• Coach one person from outside their household at a time.
• Coach more than one person at a time so long as they are all from the same household.
• Coach persons that are able to shoot safely on their own without intervention.
• Coach only on a prearranged basis.
• You can meet with different archers in a single day as long as it is only via one-to-one
sessions and you are maintaining social distancing.
Does Archery GB’s insurance protect the club against claims if someone contracts Coronavirus
whilst at the club?
Yes, the insurers would respond to defend the claim. As long as the club is following government
guidance around social distancing and they can evidence that they have followed Archery GB’s
guidelines. It is essential that clubs record and evidence that they are working to and controlling the
social distancing measures expected by the government, clubs should complete a thorough risk
assessment. The person making the claim would need to be able to prove they contracted the virus
at the club, which would be very difficult to do.

If you have a question that hasn’t yet been answered

We appreciate that we haven’t been able to answer every question yet, we are working our way
through them and will update the FAQ’s regularly. If you have any questions please email them to
membership@archerygb.org or call 01952 677888 Monday to Thursday between 9am-5pm. Please
note, many of the team are now on furlough, so it may take a little longer than usual to get back to
you.

